Difference between Collector and Generators

A Collector is an organization (registered with OTS) located within Ontario that removes tires from vehicles or receives used tires from consumers. 

A Generator is a registered Collector that produces used tires as a result of their own internal operations.  For example, such tires have been removed from a vehicle owned and serviced by the same organization.  The primary difference between a Generator and a Collector in terms of eligibility for a Collection Allowance is that Collectors are handling consumers’ tires (which does attract a Collection allowance) while Generators are handling their own tires.
Generators must follow the conditions set out in their agreement with OTS.   Organizations which collect only generated tires are not required to accept tires from the general public and are not eligible for the Collection Allowance on the used tires they generate, however they are entitled to free tire pick-up from a registered Hauler.  
Collector & Generator of Tires

In certain cases a Collector may both collect and generate tires.  This is allowable under the Used Tire Program Plan.  Collected tires need to be tracked separately from generated tires by the Collector and manifested on a separate TCR form.  Generated tires do not attract a collection allowance where collected tires do.  Both Collected and Generated tires from registered Collection sites are eligible for free pick up.
Auto Recyclers, Scrap Yards and Auto Wreckers & The Collection Allowance
Auto Recyclers, Scrap Yards and Auto Wreckers are able to apply to be Collectors under the Used Tire Program Plan.  Tires Collected from passenger cars and farm equipment received/purchased from Ontario residents will be eligible for both free pick up and collection allowances.  Tires Collected from commercial equipment that have been received/purchased by a Auto Recycler, Scrap Yard or Auto Wrecker (or any other firm who takes legal possession of the vehicle) are only eligible for free pick up, these tires do not attract a Collection Allowance 
In reviewing the applicability of the Collection Allowance (CA) on tires from Auto recyclers and scrap yards OTS first considered the ownership of the tires. As auto recyclers and scrap yards generally take ownership of the vehicles or equipment these tires could be considered generated and therefore not eligible for payment of CA. 

However OTS recognizes that there are two different situations where an auto recycler or scrap yard may acquire vehicles or equipment, from private individuals where the vehicle is for personal use, and from businesses or individuals where the vehicle or equipment was used for commercial purposes. order to be eligible for payment of a Collection Allowance tires from vehicles or equipment (e.g. trailers) must be from a non-commercial source. Tires from sources that were for personal use should still attract payment of the CA as they could be considered collected, tires from sources that were for commercial use would only be considered generated, the transfer of ownership does not change their status with regards to the CA.

